
 

 

      What is the Rule?    

 

Check out these two links – David Greenhill explains some rules decisions… 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HQPLkTkswhs 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vQIYuC30JTE 

 
 
13-12-2011 
What is the penalty if a marker knowingly signs an incorrect score card, or if another player in a competition sees or 
is aware of a rule breach by a fellow competitor, and knows that breach has not been recorded on the player’s card. 
 

Of course, if the card has been submitted, then the player in breach, is disqualified.  
There are no excuses; a player must know the rules (Rule 6-1)  
 

What is not commonly known is that the marker, or a fellow competitor, who is aware of the breach and therefore 
an incorrect score card being submitted, is also disqualified.  
 
(See decision 6-6a/5 A marker is disqualified if he attests knowingly to a wrong score) 
(See decision 33-7/9 A fellow competitor who knows a player has breached a rule, and does not inform that player, 
or the Committee, in a timely manner is disqualified) 
It is very easy for a player to simply say, 
“Sorry mate, but if I don’t ping you for that breach, we will both be disqualified!” 
 
 
23-10-2011 
Q: There are several instances in the Rules of Golf when measuring using club lengths comes into play, most notably 
in taking relief from an obstruction or dropping a ball ("drop two club lengths from ...) 
I noted a player last weekend use a broomstick putter, to measure his relief. In this case, the putter was significantly 
longer than a driver, so, I questioned whether there is anything in the Rules of Golf that governs which club to use 
when measuring club lengths?  

WTR: No, there isn't. The rules or decisions of the R&A do not prescribe or prohibit any clubs from measuring “a club 
length”. In two of its Decisions, the USGA has specifically cleared long putters for use in measuring club lengths.  

20-09-2011 
Q: When playing a match, the two balls lie on the green. Player A accidently marks and lifts the wrong ball;  
Then player B, fails to check the remaining ball, and putts this wrong ball. What is the rule? 
 
WTR: Under rule 18-3b in match play, the penalty for touching another players ball, without authority, is one stroke, 
not Loss of Hole.  Under rule 15-3a, a player in match play, who makes a stroke at a wrong ball, loses the hole. 
Therefore 
Player A incurred the first rule breach, his penalty was one shot; Player B then loses the hole for his breach. 
 
Q: Players arrive at the green and find someone has damaged the green, near the hole, with a putter, or the Flag 
stick. Is it permissible to repair the damage? What is the rule? 
 
WTR: Rule 16-1c A player may repair an old hole plug or damage to the putting green caused by the impact of a ball. 
Any other damage to the putting green must not be repaired if it might assist the player in the subsequent playing of 
the hole. (The players should, before leaving the green, attempt to repair the damage for following players.) 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HQPLkTkswhs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vQIYuC30JTE


 

 

Q: In Match Play, two opponents are unable to settle a dispute, and the Committee is not immediately available. 
Can they continue the match? What is the rule? 
 
Rule 2-5 states that in match play, if a doubt or dispute arises between players, a player may make a claim. 
And the players may continue the match.  
The Committee may only adjudicate on a claim, if the player making the claim, before playing from the next teeing 
ground (or in the case of the last hole, before leaving the putting green) 
1: Notifies the opponent he is making a claim 
2: Advises the opponent, his version of the facts of the situation. 
3: Informs his opponent he will be seeking a ruling. 
Play should continue until a ruling can be obtained, at the first available opportunity.  
Play should stop when the result of the match, irrespective of the claim is decided. 
 (A player is 3 up and one to play, but has a claim against him. He has won the match, irrespective of the result of the 
claim)  
 
Q: In match play, can a player, whos ball is a rest on the putting green, quickly mark his ball, if he believes 
another ball, that has been putted, may strike his ball. What is the rule? 
 
Rule 22-2: Except when a ball is in motion, if a player considers that another ball might interfere with his play 
he may mark and lift it. The penalty for lifting a ball when another ball is in motion, is two stokes or loss of hole 
Rule 19-5a: If a players ball in motion, after a stroke, is deflected or stopped by a ball in play, he must play 
the ball as it lies. 
In match play there is no penalty for striking another ball on or off the putting green. 
In stroke play there is no penalty, unless both balls lie on the putting green, prior to the stroke, then the player  
who made the stroke incurs a 2 stroke penalty.  
 
 
15.8.2011 
Q: In a match play teams event, at Centenary Park, a players ball, played from on the green, struck his partners ball 
which was also on the green. 
 
WTR: A different rule applies to each ball, but there is no penalty in match play, for striking your opponent or your 
partner’s ball. –  
The ball that was in motion must be played from where it lies, the ball that was struck must be replaced.  
 
19-5 Ball in motion deflected or stopped, by another ball.  
If a player’s ball, in motion after a stroke, is deflected or stopped by a ball in play, and at rest, the player must play 
the ball as it lie. On the green in Match Play there is no penalty. On the green in Stroke Play, there is a two stroke 
penalty. 
18-5 Ball at rest moved by another ball. 
 If a ball in play and at rest is moved by another ball in motion, the moved ball must be replaced. There is no penalty. 
 
 
4.05.2011 
Playing Out of Order per Pennant Team Sheet  
VGL Pennant rule 12 (a) states that individual matches are to be played from the tee markers as directed by the host 
club, and in the order of the team list. 
Nothing in the pennant rules prohibits a group, from calling another group through, or part of that group, hitting off 
the next tee out of order, to enhance the pace of play. This is not a breach of our pennant rules for playing out of 
order. (Note: This will be clarified in the next edition of Events/Pennant rules)  

 
4.05.2011 
Caddies 
Nothing in the Rules of Golf, or VGL pennant rules, prohibits a player, who has finished his match, from caddying for 
another player in his team. (Note: This will be clarified in the next edition of Events/Pennant rules) 



 

 

 
 
7.3.2011 
Q: If your ball lands on the fringe area around the green, are you permitted to remove leaves, dirt / sand, gum nuts, 
repair pitch marks etc. on your intended line on the green or only on the area preceding the green? 
WTR: Definitions Loose Impediments 
Sand and loose soil are loose impediments on the putting green but not elsewhere. 
Off the Green  
Rules 13-2 - The player, on his area of stance or swing or intended line of play must not eliminated irregularities of 
surface, remove or press down sand or soil, or replace divots 
On the Green  
Rule 16-1 (i) A player may remove loose impediments provided he does not press anything down 
 
7.3.2011 
Q: At the Junior pennant final, I was asked to explain the definition of a shrub, because free relief was offered  
under local rules for” trees and shrubs” under 2 club lengths. 
The dictionary defines a shrub as a woody-plant usually divided into separate stems near the ground. The plant in 
question was a clump of bladed-grass, with no wood content, and free relief was denied. Clubs should be wary of 
using a catch-all phrase such as “trees & shrubs” if the intention is to protect other plants. 
 
14-02-2011 
Q: When taking relief from a path, because it interferes with your stance, can you clean the ball? 
WTR: Rule 24 -2 (b) Immovable Obstruction – Relief “The ball may be cleaned under this rule”. 
 
10-02-2011 
Q: I recently purchased a driver from Drummond Golf who assured me it is quite legal. Details are::- Club Type- 
Cobra; Model- S2; Features- Adjustable Head Settings: Neutral, Open, Closed. I was advised to checked Royal St 
Andrews website, and found the club to be legal. 
WTR: Rule 4-2a Playing Characteristics Changed during a stipulated round. The playing characteristics of a club must 
not be purposely changed by adjustment, or any other means. (Also see appendix (ii) Design of Club – (b) 
Adjustability pg 155 of rule book. – If in doubt check the R&A web-site ñconforming clubsò 

 
29-01-2011 
Q: “I am using a conforming Distance Measuring Device (DMD) i.e. only measures distance, in a competition that has 
in place a Local Rule allowing the use of a DMD. If I don’t unduly delay the pace of play, am I allowed to inform my 
fellow competitors of the distance their ball lies from the hole if they so ask? I believe that distance is considered 
“information” under the Rules of Golf and not “advice”. 
WTR: (See definitions Advice) Information on the rules, distance, or matters of public information, such as the 
position of hazards or the flagstick is not considered advice. 
However: Rules of Golf 8-1 – Advice: Decision: 8-1/2 Exchanging Distance Information 
Except: when the Local Rule allowing the use of distance-measuring devices has been adopted (see Note to Rule 
14-3) information regarding distance must not have been obtained from an artificial device used during the 
stipulated round. A player who obtains distance information that he knew was measured by anyone with an artificial 
device during the player’s round is disqualified under Rule 14-3. 

“Except when the Local Rule allowing the use of distance-measuring devices has been adopted.“IF IT 

HAS NOT BEEN ADOPTED” then the player who obtained the information is disqualified. 

….” is ambiguous “golf-speak” for “IF IT HAS NOT BEEN ADOPTED” then the player who obtained the 
information is disqualified 
 
12-1-2011 
Q: If you are measuring 2 club lengths for say, an unplayable lie, and you move the ball with your club whilst 
measuring, is there are penalty. 
WTR: If you move the ball in the act of measuring or marking there is no penalty – and the ball should be replaced. 
However, if a player was bending down to mark his ball on the putting green, and dropped his marker onto the ball, 
which moved, it is deemed that because the coin was dropped, irrespective of the height, he was in the act of bending, 
not marking, and is therefore penalized – (See decision 20-1/15) 



 

 

Similarly, if the club was dropped when about to measure 2 club lengths, then there would be a penalty. You should 
always mark the position of the ball before you measure your club lengths. 

 
13-12-2010 
Q: I would like to get clarification on the ruling regarding the use of a GPS application on a Mobile Phone during 
Competition play. The application I use is “Free Caddie” which provides the distance to Green and Hazards and 
electronic scorecard which when uploaded tracks my game stats to assist with areas of focus to improve my game 
Thanking you in anticipation of your efforts in relevance to this query 
WTR: There are two questions which need to be considered before answering. 
“Does the Committee allow distance measuring devices” – if not, then the device is illegal in competitions. 
“Does the Committee allow the use of mobile phones during a competition” if not, then the device is illegal” 
Rule 14/3 does not allow an artificial device that might assist a player in making a stroke, or in his play. 
Appendix 1/9 is a local rule that a committee may allow Distance Measuring Devices(DMD), without any other 
functions, whether or not, the functions are actually used. 
In your communication, this application “Free Caddie” assists the player in his play. 
“…electronic scorecard which when uploaded tracks my game stats to assist with areas of focus to improve my 
game.” Therefore under the rules of golf it would be illegal to use the DMD, even if the score-tracker was not in use. 
 
13-12-2010 
Q: A player enters the comp (stroke event) and on the 7th hole he does something and disqualified himself, however 
he was enjoying the round and continued to play not scoring on his card. On the 12th he gets a hole in one. 
I believed that he has disqualified himself so the hole in one is not during the competition, so it’s not recognized. One 
of our Committee has asked the question of R&A and they say it’s up to the Committee to decide if it’s valid or not. 
WTR: It is up to the Committee to allow or disallow the hole-in-one. An “ACE” is a feature, and not part of the rules of 
golf. 
You could argue that the player is not disqualified until he comes off the course, and therefore the hole-in-one is valid, 
because it occurred before he was officially disqualified. 
What does your club do with features (nearest the pin) when the player is disqualified? 
Some clubs included a reference in their conditions of play, where a player is still entitled to win features even if he 
has been disqualified – The Committees justification is that the player has paid his comp fee, & entitled to still win a 
feature. (This would also be valid if a player scored an ace) 
 
8-12-2010 
Q: With recent rains, our water storage dam (lateral hazard) has extended 4 meters outside the fence (hazard line) 
We also have a lot of surface-weed on the dam. The water outside the fence, I think is casual water. When the wind 
blows the weed to that side of the hazard, you cannot find the ball (It is up to one meter deep in places) - Can we 
make a local rule to make the water edge, the hazard, until such time the water recedes to its normal level. 
WTR: All water outside a water hazard must be treated as casual water. However, it is possible, for a Committee to 
define a hazard as the water line. 
It would be necessary to remove the previous defining hazard markers (fence line or marked fence posts) as this 
would create two margins, especially as the water recedes – 
(Note: if the water recedes in part below the fence line, then the area exposed would be in play under your proposed 
local rule – yet ground management prohibit play from this area!) 
As for the weed issue, it must be known or virtually certain that the ball is in the casual water, or the hazard. As the 
dam area is not visible when playing a shot, it would be almost impossible to determine if the ball is in the hazard or in 
the casual water – therefore the ball would be lost. 
I recommend that you treat the water outside the fence as casual water. Having a “moving hazard line” could create 
more problems than it solves. 
If the player cannot find the ball in casual water, then it cannot be presumed the ball is in the hazard - the ball is lost. 
The committee should advise players that if they hit towards the dam it may be lost in casual water, or in the hazard, 
and therefore they should play a provisional ball. If it cannot be found, it is lost, and they should proceed with the 
provisional ball. 
 
1-12-2010 
Q: Our Match Committee wanted to know when is a comp a comp? About 60 players started and at least 35 cards 
were returned when the big wet set in and the course was like a lake. Some players walked off because it was raining 
and about 3 groups couldn't finish because the greens and fairways were flooded. The Committee said that it's a 
comp because 50% of the field finished. 
WTR: The rules are not really specific on this issue. Apart from the rule below, there is nothing else in the rule book to 
give the Committee any further guidance. 
33 2d/1 - In what circumstances should a Committee cancel a round? There is no hard and fast rule. The proper 
action depends on the circumstances in each case, and must be left to the judgement of the Committee. Generally a 
round should 
only be cancelled where it would be grossly unfair not to cancel it. 



 

 

In your situation if half of the competitors completed the comp, then it would be unfair to them to cancel; However, if it 
was an honour-board event, it would be grossly unfair to 50% not to cancel 
 
28-11-2010 
Q: In a Stableford event a player returned a card that had a score of 6 for 2 and it should have been 6 for 3. The 
Match Committee on the day, corrected the card, and the player won the daily competition. 
The Rules of Golf state Stableford Competitions is made by point score at each hole (Rule32 b 
The competitor is responsible for the correctness of the score recorded for each hole on his score card. ). 
If he returns a score for any hole lower than actually taken, he is disqualified, if he returns a score for any hole higher 
than actually taken, the score as returned stands. 
(Rule32 6-6d)The committee is responsible for the addition of scores and application of the handicap recorded on the 
score card. No alteration may be made on a score card after the competitor has returned it to the committee (Rule32 -
6c) Rule 33-5. 
WTR: The Committee did the correct thing under rule 33-5 to adjust the card to the correct score. 
The player’s responsibility (Rule 6-6) is to record the correct score for each hole – the Committee is responsible for 
checking, and correcting if necessary, all extensions and arithmetic. 
 
 
21-11-2010 
Q: If your ball and another ball are found, they both have the same markings, and you are unable to distinguish which 
is your ball – then both balls are lost. 
However what happens if you are unable to distinguish between your ball, and your provisional ball? 
WTR: Decision 27/11 says that it is inequitable to proceed on the presumption that both your original ball and 
provisional ball are lost. 
If both balls are in bounds then the player selects one, and treats it as his provisional ball. 
If one ball is in bound, and the other out, then the ball in bounds is played as the provisional ball 
If one ball is found in a water hazard and the other is not found, then the ball found is presumed to be the provisional 
ball 
If both balls are found in a water hazard, then one of the balls found, is presumed to be the . (Proceed under rule 26-
1) original ball. (Proceed under rule 26-1) 
 
17-9-2010 
Q: At our Open Championships, a number of players arrived or reported late for their tee time. 
WTR: Rule 6.3(a) A Player must start at the time established by the Committee. (Penalty Disqualification) 
Note 1: The Committee may be forced, for a number of reasons, to move the starting times back. In this instance the 
player is disqualified if he does not report to the Tee for his revised tee-time. 
Note 2: Rule 33-7: A penalty of disqualification may, in exceptional cases, be waived or modified, if the 
Committee considers such action warranted. In other words if you are going to be late for a valid reason, phone up, 
the Committee may be able to shuffle the starting times. 
Otherwise the disqualification penalty must stand, even if you are only one minute late. 
 
8-7-2010 
Q: A player returns a card where the hole by hole scores are correct, but the addition of the gross score is incorrect. 
(Note: The Committee is responsible for all arithmetic.) The player should have won the competition. However, the 
player was disqualified, and another winner was announced. – What is the ruling? 
WTR: Under Decision 34 1b/6 There is no time limit on errors by the Committee. Rule 34-1b (exceptions) does not 
apply. The Committee should retrieve the prize, and award the win, to the rightful player. (Related decisions: 6-2b/3 
and 33-5/2) 
 
7-7-2010 
Q: When can a loose impediment (stones, leaves, twigs, worms etc) be removed from the green? 
WTR: Rule 23-1 At anytime, provided the loose impediment is not growing or fixed, and provided it is not solidly 
imbedded. (Dew and Frost are not loose impediments, and cannot be removed) 
Definition of solidly imbedded = not easily removed 
 
Q: Can a hole or mark on the green, made by a loose impediment be repaired? 
WTR: Rules 16- 1 - No, only damage caused by the impact of a ball, or an old hole plug, can be repaired, no other 
repair can be done if it might assist the player in his subsequent playing of the hole. Repair to the green may be 
carried out when the hole is completed, or if it does not assist the player. 
 
10-6-2010 
Q: Lost Ball - is a player entitled to spend 5 min looking for his original ball, then a further 5 min. to search for his 
provisional ball? 



 

 

WTR: Decision 27.4: If a players’ original and provisional ball are lost in the same general area, then the search is 
deemed to be looking for both balls, and only 5 min is allowed. Otherwise, a 5 min search is allowed for each ball. 
 
12-5-2010 
Q. 1 – Can the Course Manager decide what is, and is not, an Immovable Obstructions? 
WTR: The course manager is well within his rights to insist on Local Rules concerning moveable and immovable 
obstructions, provided they are not in breach of the rules of golf. 
 
Q. 2 – In Pennant can a player seek advice from fellow player? 
WTR: In pennant, a player cannot seek or receive advice from another player in his team – he can only seek/ receive 
advice from the team manager, or his caddie. Breach of this rule is loss of hole to the player who seeks advice, or, 
loss of hole to the player who gives advice, or both. 
(Note: This issue should have been brought to the attention of both team managers immediately before playing the 
next hole. If the hole was conceded, then that concession cannot be changed or withdrawn.) 
 
11-5-2010 
Q: Can a Committee make a local Rule giving relief from exposed tree roots? 
WTR: Decision 33.8.8 clearly prohibits a local rule from giving relief without penalty, from tree roots. 
A local rule is authorized only if an abnormal condition exists – Exposed tree roots are not to be considered abnormal. 
The Committee may mark an area, around tree roots, and call that area GUR then anything growing within that area is 
part of the GUR. Or, a player may take relief (unplayable) under penalty of one stroke. 
 
5-5-2010 
Q. What is a Pennant Managers role? 
WTR: Pennant manager’s role in a match is certainly passive. He can, (like a caddy) give advice to his player. He can 
also, if requested, get involved with disputes between players, offering his own player, advice on the issue. 
He should not address the opposition player. It is the role of the two managers, to jointly resolve disputes. Should a 
pennant manager see an opposition player break, or about to break a rule, He may advise his own player of this, and 
then the players can discuss the issue. 
The Manager should at no time, instigate a dispute with an opposition player. Only if the players can't resolve the 
issue between themselves, then jointly, the two pennant managers should reach a resolution. 
(Note: I have my phone switched on every Sunday of Pennant, and if a pennant manager requires Advice on a rule, I 
am only too pleased to field that enquiry.) 
 
23-3-2010 
Q. If a player is putting and resting the flag on him with the flag touching the ground is that classified as assistance 
and does it accrue penalty? 
WTR. The player may hold the flag in one hand and putt with the other hand provided the flagstick has been removed 
from the hole – therefore resting the flagstick against the body while putting is also permitted. (see decision 17- 1/5) 
 
4-3-2010 
Q: It has been only noticed today the one of our players from Sunday, played off 6 instead of 5 – (a current handicap 
sheet was available for all members to check prior to round as it was VGL medal day) hoping you can advise.– Is it 
too late to disqualify him from the event given that the round has concluded? 
WTR: Rule 34 1B (ii) A penalty of disqualification must be imposed after a competition has closed if a competitor: 
returned a score card on which he had recorded a handicap that he knew was higher than that to which he was 
entitled (see rule 6-2b) It is the players responsibility to know his handicap, and if there is a procedure in place to know 
his handicap, ie Sheets or board, or swipe card, and the player knows the procedure, then he has knowingly played 
off the wrong Handicap and is disqualified. 
Note: A Committee should always check the winning card to avoid the embarrassment of reversing a decision and 
retrieving prizes etc 

. 


